Proceedings of the Royal Society of Medicine interest as amateur photographers, like to make their own medical photographic records. It is probably to these people and to newcomers on the more technical side that this book will have the most appeal. Experimental Surgery: Including Surgical Physiology. By The general structure of the book, with all its Latin quotations and nursery rhymes, remains as it was. Although this book is designed to instruct physiologists in animal surgical techniques there are few experimental surgeons who have not been grateful for information in the past. The latest edition, however, is not balanced in favour of the trends in modem research and much dead wood remains. Many will find it unsatisfying and even disappointing.
The new chapters are rather inadequate. The one devoted to the prostate has three pages of text and four references dating back prior to 1953. At the same time an older chapter, which has presumably been revised, dealing with experimental peritonitis which is not a modem trend, has forty-four references of which only six refer to papers published after 1950. Hypothermia is allotted four pages of text The subject material is very varied but the book is evidently not intended as a systematic approach to radiotherapeutic practice.
In the first chapter some of the fundamental problems relating to the therapeutic action of ionising radiations are discussed, the emphasis being on physico-chemical effects. This chapter contains much information, especially in the sphere of cellular biochemistry, but is sometimes lackinig in continuity. The brief section on carcinogenesis and leukiemogenesis, for instance, seems irrelevant to the main theme.
The second chapter, devoted to the subject of chemical radiosensitizers, is largely an account of the work carried out in Cambridge since 1946 by Professor Mitchell and his colleagues. Results obtained with Synkavit and related compounds in tissue culture and animal experinents, and distribution studies with these compounds radio-actively labelled, are described, including clinical therapeutic trials. This is undoubtedly the most comprehensive review on chemical radiosensitizers that has yet appeared.
The final chapter is concerned with specific problems in radiotherapy, including the use of the radio-iridium gamma ray unit, the therapeutic application of 30 MV X-rays, and the use of iodine-124 in the treatment of cancer of the thyroid. There is much of interest here, but the chapter as a whole is open to criticism on the score that it contains too much miscellaneous information.
This monograph is a very stimulating book for anyone interested in radiotherapeutic research.
Demonstrations of Physical Signs in Clical
Surgery Since its first appearance, over thirty years ago, Hamilton Bailey's "Physical Signs" has been used literally by hundreds of thousands of students as well as post-graduates; there have been German, Turkish, Spanish, Bulgarian and Yugoslavian editions. The appearance of the 13th edition in a completely new form is therefore something of an event. It presents as a large book of 928 pages, some three times its old familiar size, with 1,142 meticulously chosen and excellent illustrations; it now comprises a fascinating compilation of every surgical physical sign and clinical diagnostic method the reviewer has ever heard of and many that he has not. The text makes rewarding reading and the pictures perhaps even more rewarding looking-the herpes rash that mimicked acute cholecystitis or the characteristic posture adopted by the patient with prolapsed piles as he waits to see the doctor are typical of very many illustrations, most in colour, that teach valuable lessons at a glance.
At a time when more and more attention is paid to laboratory investigations, this book restores the clinician's faith in the value of physical examination in achieving a correct diagnosis; without doubt it is the best available book on physical signs in surgery.
